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 “Courteous - Allow each 
person his human dignity; which 
means a lot more than saying, 
"Yes, ma'am" and "Thank you, 
sir." It reflects an attitude that 
later in life you wish you had 
honored more... earlier in life. 
Save yourself that problem. 
Do it now."          -John Wayne 

 

Scoutmaster’s Minute – From Our First Scoutmaster 
 

On February 2, 2008, Ed Cigna, Troop 539’s first Scoutmaster,  
addressed Troop 539, Families, and Guests 

during our 25th Anniversary Banquet…. 
 

(The following captures the essence of Ed Cigna’s speech, first while reflecting back on his 
own experiences as a Scout, and then on the founding of Troop 539.) 

 

As a young person, I realized that Scouting was one of the 
only things in my life where I could set goals for myself; 
and by my own hard work and by being true to the ideals 
on which scouting was founded, reach them. 
 

I also saw that in Scouting, I made friends with a lot of 
people like myself. who believed in all of the points  
of the Scout Law; people who believed in the Scout Oath; 
people who believed that there was a better way of doing 
things, and people who believed that you had the power 
inside yourself to achieve them. 

 

Scouting became an extremely important part of my life.  Many of the Scouts in my troop and 
in others became my friends for life. In fact, I still communicate with some of them. 

 

Because scouting was such an important part of my growing up, it would influence the 
forming of our troop.  Troop 539 came out of a Cub Pack 539.  In that Cub Pack there was a 
spirit that was really unique in Kings Park at the time. It was the spirit about a group of 
people, and particularly one Den, where the parents all felt it was important to be with their 
kids and do things together. A lot of other people, even those involved in scouting, weren’t 
doing that. 
 

After three great years in the pack, the parents watched their kids grow enthusiastically about 
scouting and they were ready to become Boy Scouts.  In Kings Park at that time, there were 
two other troops. All of the kids from Cub Pack 539 would join these troops, but the 
overwhelming majority of them would drop-out. 
 

Personally, I looked back on the role scouting played in my youth, and was determined to 
make sure my sons and the new friends they found in the Cubs would not miss out on the 
opportunities and advantages that Scouting provided. 
 
But what made it really work wasn’t one person’s vision, it was the vision of all those other 
people in Pack 539.  There were about ten of us, for all practical purposes, who together 
asked, “Can we start a different troop?  Can we do something that would make our kids stick 
together?”  We agreed we could, but we had to determine what would make it different than 
the other troops in Kings Park and encourage our kids to stay. 
 

The thing that made 539 different was the fact that our Troop decided it was going to be a 
family affair. For example, we had annual camping events where we took the whole family.  
It was part of the tradition of 539. Parents were expected to participate with their kids; and 
what we learned as parents was that while we just kept growing; we kept growing in the 
Scouting tradition.  Have you noticed that behind every Eagle Scout there is always an adult, 
usually a parent?   Yes, Troop 539 is the same old scouting, just doing it the family way! 
 

Seeing Troop 539 after 25 years with its founding mission intact is more than just rewarding, 
it is evidence to all who have been a part that scouting is worth all of our efforts. 
 

                                                  Yours in Scouting, 
                                           Ed  Cigna – Scoutmaster , 1983 to 1985 

   

Troop Committee  
Lenny Santosus – Chairman 
Laura Livote – Treasurer 
Kevin Bagnasco – Activities  
Helena Chaves – Activities 
Larry Ripak – Advancement 
Carolyn Flynn – Lead Counselor 
Maureen Squillante – Secretary 
Ed Von Bevern – Photography 
Gary Taormino – Publications 
John Ellsworth – Newsletter 
Jamie Colangelo – New Member 
Kathleen Kennedy – New Member 
 
Bill Anderson – District Rep. 
Hans Richter (KPFD) – Charter Rep 
 

Adult Staff  
Tom Luckner – Scoutmaster 
Jack DeDonato – ASM 
Charlie Mahoney – ASM 
Paul Neumann – Quartermaster 
Don O’Keefe – New Scouts 
Eric Oswald – ASM 
Roch Preite – ASM 
Ken Ragone – Campmor Contact 
Al Squillante – ASM 
Peter Stein – Cub Pack Contact 
Mike Kennedy – New Member 
 
Scout Leadership 
Chris C.      – SPL 
Andrew D. – ASPL 
Connor B.  – ASPL  
 

Joe F. – Newsletter 
Eric E. – Newsletter  



 
New York City Outing, 2007 , by Eric E. 
 
The New York City outing was certainly an enjoyable one.  The main attraction was 
a performance by the Blue Man Group; however the stay on Staten Island was as 
much a camping experience as many of the other outings that I have been on. This is 
to say, that the camping portion of the outing was as enjoyable as if it was the main 
attraction of the trip. 
 
The Blue Man show was even better than I had imagined that it would be; and my 
expectations were pretty high.  It seemed that everyone else was having as much fun 
as I was during the show; however there was still another item of interest.  That item 
was the Statue of Liberty.  Although we were not allowed to enter the Statue itself, 
we were allowed to ascend to the top of the base.  Inside the base there was a 
museum of the construction of the Statue and its base including rejected base 
designs, one of the Statues’s previously held torches, and several advertisements 
from past eras depicting the Statue.  After a long climb up many stairs, we reached 
the top of the base.  There we found a balcony that allowed us to see the whole 
island. 
 
In summation, I would highly recommend this outing for use in later years. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ski Trip, 2008, by Joe F. 
 
While most Troop 539 outings are known for their “outdoorsiness” and their tendency to attract rain, everyone appreciates a break from the norm now 
and then.  The Ski Trip ‘08 was just that.  In addition to having a blast on the slopes, everyone found ways to entertain themselves throughout the whole 

outing, making for a memorable trip. 
 
No doubt the oddest part of the trip was the ways in which we scouts amused ourselves.  
As soon as the all-clear was given for electronics, four TV’s found their way to Frost 
Valley with far more video games than that.  Others of us made ourselves at home with 
poker and movies.  The campground provided several activities, including archery, snow 
tubing and a heated game of floor hockey.  Even the adults joined in.  The food provided 
by the camp was excellent, especially the hot chocolate.  Of course, the main event apart 
from the mountain was the snow.  From making snow angels to finding giant icicles to 
generally pummeling each other in snowbanks, the weather provided a great time for us 
all. 
 
This was also true for the skiing and snowboarding themselves.  Last year, the resort had to 
use artificial snow, and it just wasn’t the same.  This year, it was almost perfect.  Some of 
us skied and some of us snowboarded, but all of us had fun.  Nobody got tired of hitting 
the slopes again and again, or of exploring the harder courses once we had shaken off the 
rust.  We had such a great time that the only problem for most of us was leaving the resort 
on time.  The ski trip is the best family outing we have, and I’m 

                                                                                                    finding myself already looking forward to going back next year. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew Shieferstein, Troop 539 Eagle Scout, Receives the Silver Beaver Award 
 
On March 27, 2008 at the Suffolk County Council 2008 Fellowship Dinner, Matthew Schieferstein was presented the Silver Beaver Award. 
The Silver Beaver Award is presented to registered adult Scouters in recognition of their distinguished service to the Scouts within a local council. 
 
Matthew Schieferstein has maintained an unbroken line of scouting- related activities from Cub Scouts to this day.  He has demonstrated a hard working 
nature and the ability to recruit other volunteers as part of a successful Scouting team. 

 
Matt obtained his Eagle with Troop 539 in 1992, before going to Delaware Valley College in Pennsylvania where he majored in 
Environmental Science.  While in college, he joined the Alpha Phi Omega, the national community service fraternity founded on 
the principals of Scouting, serving as chapter Vice President for Service, Secretary/Treasurer and Pledge Master.  In the midst of 
college studies and fraternity service, he found time to register as a BSA unit commissioner with the Bucks County Council, and 
was also an Assistant Scoutmaster to the Suffolk County Council National Jamboree in 1997. 
 
After college graduation, Matt volunteered as a staff member for the Long Island Jamboree.  During the next few years, he took on 
numerous responsibilities in Scouting, including serving as Matinecock District Camping Chair, District Webelos Woods Chair, 
Co-Chair for the District Scouting for Food campaign, Nissequogue Chapter elections advisor, and Nissequogue Chapter Advisor.  
He also received his Wood Badge beads and the Matinecock District Award of Merit. 

 
While fulfilling his District duties, Matt increased his involvement with the Order of the Arrow, after having received Vigil Honor in 1998.   He led the 
Lodge contingent to the National Order of the Arrow Conference in 2004 and 2006.  He is still active in the chapter, currently serving as an Assistant 
Chapter Advisor. 
 
In 2003 Matt became the Matinecock District Program Chair.  His leadership over the past four years has benefited thousands of Cubs and Boy Scouts.  
As a result of Matt’s efforts, training staff has increased tremendously, setting District attendance records for all modules, and the program continues to 
grow.  Matt’s years of service to the District was recognized in 2007, when he received the District Committee Key award. 
 
Matt is a Scouter to his very core.  His activities, attitude, dedication and professionalism reflect the highest standards of the Scout Oath and Law.  
Suffolk County Council and Troop 539 are privileged to have Matt among its numbers. 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                      Scout Skills – Cooking 
Eggs in a Bag 
 
Try this great, no clean-up breakfast on your next campout. 
 
Ingredients: 
 - Eggs and any of the following: Cheese, Green Onions, Ham, 
                                                         Peppers, Mushrooms, etc. 
 - Ziploc Freezer bag (Medium Size) 
 - Pot of Boiling Water 
Instructions:  (1) Break one or two eggs into bag;  
                        (2) Add any ingredients wanted; 
                        (3) Zip bag shut, removing excess air; 
                        (4) Rub bag between hands to break up egg; 
                        (5) Place in pot of boiling water; 
                        (6) When egg is set, Omelet is cooked…  ENJOY!! 
 

Eat right out of the bag or pour onto bread, toast or tortilla for 
an easy, no clean-up meal!! 

 
 
                            Past Events 
 
January 
8 Troop Meeting First Meeting  (of 2008) 
11 Scout Sabbath Kings Park Jewish Center, 8:00 pm 
15, 22 Troop Meetings  
25-27 District Event Klondike Winter Camporee 

at Baiting Hollow Scout Camp 
29 Troop Meeting  
 
February 
2 Activity 25th Anniversary Banquet, 6 – 10:00 

Current/Former Members & Family 
Invited (at K of C in East Northport)  

3 Scout Sunday St. Joseph Church, Kings Park, 9:00 am 
5, 12 Troop Meeting  
11 Committee Mtg Middle School Library, 7:15 to 8:30 
19 NO Troop Meeting Winter School Break 
26 Troop Meeting  
29-2 Ski Trip Stay at Frost Valley, Ski at Bellayre.  

Families Invited 
March 
4 Troop Meeting PLC before meeting at 6:30 
10 Committee Mtg Middle School Library, 7:15 to 8:30 
11 Troop Meeting Elections for Order of the Arrow 
18 Troop Meeting  
25 NO Troop Meeting School closed, Easter Recess 
27 ASM Leader Mtg Middle School Teacher Lounge, 7:00  
 
April 
1 Troop Meeting Meeting 1 with Parents of new scouts 
4-6 Camping Camping at West Hills County Park 
7 Committee Mtg Middle School Library, 7:15 to 8:30 
8 NO Troop Meeting School Musical at Middle School 
13 Eagle Court of Honor Nolan  Taormino, 35th Eagle Scout 
15 Troop Meeting Meeting 2 with Parents of new scouts 
19-20 Backpack Camping Backpacking Hike and Camping Trip 
22 NO Troop Meeting School closed, Passover Recess 
29 Troop Meeting Meeting 3 with Parents of new scouts 

Mr. McGrail Path to Eagle Presentation 
 

Troop 539 celebrates 25 years of Scouting 
in  2008 

 
Many events are being planned for this special year, 
including: 
 
 - Special Plans for the Memorial Day Parade,  May 26 
 - Annual Family Picnic, on June 28 
 
Check the Troop Website for the latest information. 
 
Let us know if you have any historical data about the 
Troop, or contact information on previous members. 

Check our web site for all the latest Troop 
information: 

 

WWW.Troop539KingsPark.org�

        Coming Events         
 
May 
2 - 4 District Event Spring Camporee 

at Cathedral Pines Park  
6 NO Troop Meeting Spring Concert at School 
13 Troop Meeting  
16 Bike Hike  Bike Hike at Cathedral Pines Park 
19 Committee Mtg Middle School Library, 7:00 to 8:30 
20 Troop Meeting Summer Camp early bird fee due 
24 Flag Placement At Calverton National Cemetery 
26 Parade Memorial Day Parade 
27 Troop Meeting  
31 Flag Pick-Up At Calverton National Cemetery 
 
June 
3 Troop Meeting Court Of Honor – Family and Friends 

invited to attend 
6 -8 Rafting Trip White Water Rafting, Lehigh River, PA 
9 Leader Meeting Summer Camp Leader’s Meeting 
10 Troop Meeting  Meeting for all Scouts going to Summer 

Camp – Parents required to attend  
27-29 Beach Camping Camping at Callahan’s Beach 
28 Family Picnic Family Picnic at Callahan’s Picnic Area  
 
July 
13-19  Summer Camp Camp Aquehonga at Ten Mile River 
 
August 
4-18 
 

Philmont Philmont Trek with Crew 804-F 



 Troop 539’s 25th Anniversary Banquet 

   

   

 
On February 2, 2008, over 130 people 
shared an evening of memories and 
celebration in recognition of the twenty-
fifth anniversary of Boy Scout Troop 
539.  
 
On February 1, 1983, 10 Scouts and 7 
Adults, lead by the vision of Scoutmaster 
Ed Cigna, were registered under the 
newly established Troop 539 of Kings 
Park.  The Adult Leadership accepted the 
responsibility to provide the boys of 
Kings Park a Scouting Program which 
would include character development, 
citizenship training, and personal fitness 
while having fun participating in an 
outdoor experience. 
 
Twenty-Five Years later, this endeavor and 
this Troop 539 continues to guide our youth 
in the development of leadership skills so 
they may do their best to do their duties to 
God and Country, to help others, and to 
grow to be physically, mentally, and 
emotionally fit. 

 
Many of the activities of the early years have become part of the culture of Troop 539, including a week of summer camp at Ten Mile Scout Camp, 
our annual white water rafting trip, high adventure treks to Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico, our family ski trip and historical tours. 
 
There are those who deserve special recognition, including several Scoutmasters and the many dedicated Adult Leaders who have provided support 
and direction over the years, helping the Boys to be the leaders of the Troop.  Troop 539 is also very proud of our thirty-seven scouts, which 
through their participation and hard work, have earned the highest rank in scouting, Eagle Scout. 
 
Chartered by the Kings Park Volunteer Fire Department, Troop 539 meets every Tuesday night at the William T. Rogers Middle School. They can 
be found camping somewhere at least once every month, and the latest activities information can be accessed on the internet at 
www.Troop539KingsPark.org. 
 

 
Congratulations to the following three Scouts who 

recently advanced to the rank of Eagle: 
 

Nolan Taormino – September 26, 2007 
 John J. Santosus – January 23, 2008 

Lawrence Ripak – March 18, 2008 
 

  The 35th, 36th and 37th Eagle Scouts in Troop 539’s 
  25-year history.  More details to come in the next  
  edition of the Newsletter. 
 
 
 
       Also in attendance at the  

Scoutmasters, past and present, were out in force at Troop 539’s                               25th anniversary banquet, and one 
25th anniversary banquet, including (from left to right):                                              of our guest speakers of the night, 
  
  Edward J. Cigna:     2/1/83 to 4/16/85   
  George Kilmer:       4/16/85 to 2/28/90 Sean E. Garland  
  Matt standing in for his father Fred Schieferstein:  2/28/90 to  2/29/92  
  Thomas Luckner :  12/1/05 to present Troop 539's 
  Craig L. McKee:    9/01/00  to 12/1/05 First Eagle Scout 
  John A. Davis:       2/28/95  to  9/01/00 on June 24, 1988 
  {Robert Ishimoto   2/1/92  to  2/1/95 was not  present } 


