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“Helpful - Part sharing, part
caring. By helping each
other,we help ourselves; not
to mention mankind. Be
always full of help -- the
dying man's last words.

-John Wayne

Troop Committee

Lenny Santosus — Chairman
Laura Livote - Treasurer

Kevin Bagnasco — Activities
Larry Ripak — Advancement
Carolyn Flynn — Lead Counselor
Maureen Squillante — Secretary
Ed Von Bevern — Photography
Gary Taormino - Publications
John Ellsworth — Newsletter

Bill Anderson — District Rep.
Ed Cuff (KPFD) — Charter Rep.

Adult Staff

Tom Luckner — Scoutmaster
Jack DeDonato — ASM

Charlie Mahoney — Venture Crew
Paul Neumann — Quartermaster
Don O’Keefe — New Scouts

Eric Oswald — New Scouts
Roch Preite — ASM

Ken Ragone — Campmor Contact
Al Squillante — ASM

Peter Stein — Cub Pack Contact

Scout Leadership

Larry R. — SPL

Matt L. — ASPL

Joe F. — ASPL / Newsletter

Scoutmaster’s Minutd:et's Think Positive

Wow, another Scouting year is coming to a close, sagond as
your Scoutmaster, and it's been a great one! \Wa¥esome outstanding
trips, and most of the Scouts in the Troop haverazkd at least one
rank (and some more than one). We are on traclarto the National
Quality Unit Award again and we also added 11 neaufs to our roster.

In the last year our Troop has made some veryiygsihanges and |
would like to take a minute to reflect on thissElrwould like to thank all
the people, adults and Scouts, who have spentah dgal of time and
effort to make these successes possible.

One area we have made a big improvement is oundattee on camping trips and
outings. Just recently our Scouts voted on the thigy want to go on next year. As of
now, no final decisions have been made on nexsyaaidoor program but let me tell
you there are some very exciting possibilities. Sarfithe possibilities are a return to
either Gettysburg or Boston, White Water Raftingj, Bip, some exciting day trips
and maybe even a possible trip to Six Flags. Betyeime we go on a trip | always
think how the Scouts that don't come on the outirggmissing out on all the fun and
also the opportunity for advancement. | realize ¥ are all extremely busy in out
daily lives, but | think with a little more effowte could see more Scouts coming on
trips and more Scouts having fun.

Another area we've made a positive changavigg monthly Patrol Meetings, and
from what I'm hearing some of the patrols are dange really fun things at their
meetings. | think that the patrols that are hasimgeessful patrol meetings is the result
of proper planning on the part of the patrol leasiach as planning your meeting well
in advance so all your patrol members can fit ia their busy schedule. | think that
with proper planning all the patrols could be hgsnccessful meetings and doing fun
things such as constructing a model rocket, makagream, making a video or even
learning Morse Code. With that much fun going o whows, maybe you Scouts will
want to have more than one patrol meeting a month!

We have also seen a change at our Troop meetiis past year. We now have
three levels of instruction, Scouts with ranks wrilgt class, intermediate scouts and
advanced Scouts conducted by three teams of itwssuénd I'm proud to say that |
see a higher percentage of Scouts coming to tregtimgs in full class “A” uniforms.
Our Venture Patrol that started in September &ilgbing on its first high adventure
trip canoeing on the Delaware River in July. Ondbgll of this next year Troop 539
will be celebrating its Z5anniversary!

So as you can see we have made some pasitinges this past year and | think
with a little hard work and some well thought oldinming we can continue to
improve and have a lot to look forward to in thenggy year. So | hope you all have a
great summer and keep active in the Scouting prograd I'l see you all in
September.

Yours in Scouting,

Tom Luckner-Scoutmaster



Memorial Day Parade, 2007

This Memorial Day, just like every other year, Tpda39 took
part in the Kings Park Memorial Day parade. We ahed
from the RJO elementary school, up Old Dock Roadi a
down Main Street to the library, where there wereimber of
speakers to honor the day and our veterans. Antbeg
marchers were the KPHS marching band, several Sgiolut
Troops, many Cub Scouts, and the Veterans of FoMigrs.
At the end of the ceremony, the Troop’s Memorial Daeath
was placed along with those of other organizatiamsl three
shots were fired in honor of our fallen soldief®o all those
who couldn’t make it, | hope to see you marchinthwis next
year!

by Joe F.

Harriman Hike and Camping Trip, April 28-29

The trek started at 6 a.m. on Saturday at WillianRdgers, as
we drove sleepily into the sunrise. We got to stet of the
hike at 8:30. The beginning of the trail was ulphild near a
babbling brook. It was cloudy, but not raining, J& Scouts
and leaders made their way toward the mountaink fuill
backpacks. We passed by a lake at the half-wak.midlext
we came across an old brick structure that lookexld fort.
We stopped there and had lunch.

We forged on and soon saw the camp site up ahiéachs on
top of a ridge. We made it to the top and setapr It was
a little misty, but never rained too hard. The @saall had
lunch and went up and down the last hill for watad some
fun. For dinner we had London broil over hot coafsl it
came out great. After a little time around the pére, we
went to sleep.

The next morning came after some rain during thghtni
After packing up we ate some oatmeal, and wereunay.

| got a head start with two leaders because | thmg ankle
the day before. The hike back was a little eak@gause it
was gradually downhill. The question now was wahie rest
of the troop catch up to me. My ankle loosened amas

flying. Even though | stopped to take picturemdde it back
first. Everybody soon arrived at base.

On the way home, we stopped at a “railroad carrtiued we
all had big, juicy hamburgers. We arrived homensdoed
but happy.

by Ed V.B.
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Leader
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Meeting

Roundtable
Camping

Family Picnic

Venture
Patrol Trip

Summer
Camp

Spring Camp at Baiting Hollow
West Hills County Park

Harriman Park

Indoor Archery - Hicksville

Vote for next year’s Outings

Washington DC Trip
Vote for next SPL

Flag Placement at Calverton Cemetery

Memorial Day Parade

Flag Pick-Up at Calverton Cemetery

Court Of Honor — Families Invited

All Summer Camp Leaders
7:00 at the Middle School Library

Summer Camp Meeting — Parents are
required to attend. 7:00 — 9:00

7:30 at John Glenn HS, East Northport
Callahan’s Beach

At Callahan’s Beach Picnic Area

50- Mile Canoe Trek on the Delaware
River

Summer Camp at Aquehonga
(Ten Mile River Scout Camps)

First Annual Troop 539
Family Picnic
June 28 2-8 pm

Mark your calendar for this
Special event, to be held at the
Callahan’s Beach Picnic Area.

Look for more information for sign-up and ticket
purchase.... Scouts and Alumni are free.

Scout Skills — The ABCs of Lost & Found

The following advice comes from the March-April uss of
Scouting Magazine.

Becoming lost in the wilderness is easier than think. The keys
to being found include preparing well, respondirayrectly, and
carrying a well-stocked survival kit.

The ABCs of preparation:

“A” is ‘Always tell someone exactly where you're igg and
exactly when you'll be back’. Be specific: Outliy@ur precise
route, right down to your intended campsite. Leafermation
with someone at home and also check in with rastgions and
fill out permits. Then, don’t deviate from youmapl

“B” is ‘Be prepared’. This means educating yoursdout local
conditions and carrying appropriate gear.

“C" is ‘Carry a survival kit'. The contents shouhdeet three needg
shelter, fire, and signaling. We'll cover the spfiesi of survival kits
in a future column.

Vigilance can be as important as navigation skillslaintain a
constant awareness of where you are and how tbagétto where
you started.

What do you do if you do become lost? The Scoutdbaok tells
us to remember the acronyrBTOP” — Stay Calm,Think, Observe
andPlan.

The most important thing is &top and stay calm Eat and drink
something. Make a fire. It provides warmth anggh®logical
support, and it can be seen from the air by rescuer

Then start tahink, observe and plan Consider how you got td
where you are and where you went wrong. Go bagloim mind
to your last known point. Could you have missedum and
followed a game path? When did you last see aifeatou could
identify?

If this process doesn’t help you to successfullgktrack, then you
probably shouldn’t continue on. If you've left acord of your
plans, just stay put and wait for help to arrive.

If you've followed the ABCs of preparation, theraie reason why
you shouldn’t be found within 12 hours. Make yalidig and
visible, especially from the air. Use clothesgfisticks, signaling
devices.

Of course, we all know that we should never be evitha buddy.
Buddies can help each other stay calm and makerlukttisions.

Check our web site for all the
latest Troop information:

WWW.Troop539KingsPark.org




Honor Roll — Congratulations !

Anthony J. Ragone — 3% Eagle Scout of Troop 539

Anthony earned his rank of Eagle Scout on June@66.

On May 5th, an Eagle Court Of Honor was held teledte this achievement. In
attendance were family, friends and numerous digei from BSA council, fellow
scouts and leaders from Troop 539, Assemblymapditck, Suffolk County
Marine Core and Suffolk County Police Department.

Anthony Ragone and his family would like to thaniod@p 539 for all their support and
dedication for helping him earn his rank of Eagi®@. Troop 539 would like to
congratulate Anthony on attaining the highest ran®couting and for his years of service
and leadership with the Troop.

Anthony is currently attending Suffolk County Commity College in a Liberal Science
degree and working as an intern at MTA Long IslBad in Garden City. He is currently
continuing to share his experience and knowledgeofiting to his fellow scouts in
becoming an assistant scout leader for Troop 539.

Welcome to the Troop:

Troop 539 would like to welcome our new
members.

Shown with the new members are
Scoutmaster Tom Luckner, New Scout
Advisors Eric Oswald and Don O’Keefe, and
New Scout Patrol Guides.

Other Events:

After joining our Troop as a Boy Scout, Ryan V.dlene more task to complete as a Cub Scout of &2k On

April 14, 2007, the Matinecock District Pinewoodrbg was held in Hauppuage. Ninety-four Cubs rabedt
homemade cars against each other and in the ead, &y came in"7place. Congratulations Ryan and welcome to
Troop 539.



