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 “Loyal  - The very word is 
life itself; for without loyalty 
we have no love of person or 
country. " 

 
-John Wayne 

 

Scoutmaster’s Minute: February 2007 
 

 
Welcome back to another installment of our monthly newsletter.  I hope 
everyone enjoyed their holidays.  We've started the new year as we 
usually do – with a schedule full of fun activities. Please check the 
calendar found in this newsletter, as well as the one found on our troop 
web site (www.troop539kingspark.org) for upcoming activities. 

 
Next month we will be having several new Scouts joining our Troop.  They will be the 
Webelos Scouts who will be graduating from Cub Scouting.  Please make them feel 
welcome when you meet them.  How you treat them during their first couple of meetings 
and outings with us will determine whether they stay in our Troop not.  Remember that they 
are young boys and some of you will look like giants to them, and if they are timid, they are 
going to be a bit afraid of you.  So I would like all of you, especially you older Scouts, to go 
out of your way to help these new Scouts. 

While I have your attention, I would like to ask you a question.  How many of you know 
what career you will choose in the near future?  Most of you have plenty of time to make 
up your mind, and probably you’ll change your mind a few times before you decide. 

Weather you realize it or not you have the chance to do some career exploration when 
you earn certain merit badges.  There are more than 100 merit badges and probably half 
of them are related to careers.  So your years in Scouting are a great opportunity to take a 
close look at the world of work.  Please don’t miss this chance.  It’s a chance not only to 
find out which careers interest you, but it’s also a chance to find out which careers you 
don’t like.  That’s a good thing to find out now, if you can, so you don’t spend a lot of 
time thinking about a career that’s not for you. 

If you’re on the trail to Eagle – and I hope everybody is – you have to earn the Eagle-
required merit badges.  But for the other merit badges you will need, don’t just pick the 
ones that look easiest.  Use the opportunity offered by merit badges to explore working 
careers and meet people in those careers.  When it’s time for you to decide on a career 
you’ll be glad you did. 

 

Yours in Scouting, 
 
 Tom Luckner 

 Scoutmaster 
 
 

 

Troop Committee  
Lenny Santosus – Chairman 
Laura Livote - Treasurer 
Kevin Bagnasco – Activities  
Larry Ripak – Advancement 
Carolyn Flynn – Lead Counselor 
Maureen Squillante – Secretary 
Ed Von Bevern – Photography 
Gary Taormino - Publications 
John Ellsworth – Newsletter 
 
Bill Anderson – District Rep. 
Ed Cuff (KPFD) – Charter Rep. 
 
Adult Staff  
Tom Luckner – Scoutmaster 
Ron Albrecht – Quartermaster 
Jack DeDonato – ASM 
Charlie Mahoney – Venture Crew 
Paul Neumann – Quartermaster 
Eric Oswald – New Scouts 
Roch Preite – ASM 
Ken Ragone – Campmor Contact 
Al Squillante – Training 
Peter Stein – Cub Pack Contact 
 
Scout Leadership 
Larry R – SPL 
Matt L – ASPL 
Joe F   – ASPL / Newsletter 
 



 
Annual Ski Trip, January 13-15 

 
When anyone hears the term ‘Boy Scout’, they usually think 
of someone who can take serious responsibilities, know what 
to do in tough times, and learn from his elders.  In their minds, 
these traits, along with maybe tying complex knots and 
helping senior citizens across the street are all that make a 
good Boy Scout.  True, these are good qualities to have, but 
they would make us a cold, unwelcoming bunch if we didn’t 
also take the time to thoroughly enjoy ourselves now and 
then.  This opportunity presented itself last month in our 
annual ski trip. 
 
The first day was the most relaxing of them all.  We began the 
trip with a bit of tetherball and basketball while the adults 
made reservations.  Once we began to explore, we found out 
many things.  The food, especially the hot chocolate, was 
excellent, but the tubing was much slower and muddier than it 
was worth.  It was the next day that really made the trip. 
 

 
 
Conditions weren’t ideal.  It was raining, and everyone fell a 
few times (except for John).  In spite of that, we managed to 
make the most of the trip.  The amount of us with skis 
increased as some of us who were falling too much on the 
snowboards felt like trying something new.  The rest of us 
who were falling too much on the snowboards kept at it with 
helpful hints from the staff and from each other.  By the end of 
the day, we were tired, sweaty, and ready for a lot of food and 
a few hours of playing cards. 
 

 
 
In short, the ski trip proves that you don’t have to work night 
and day on every Boy Scout outing.  Sometime next winter 
when you need a break, come along and join us! 
                                                                               -Joe F. 

Klondike Winter Camporee, January 27-28 
 
Although I have been in the Troop for a while, I have never 
been to the Klondike before.  This is probably because it is 
really COLD outside in January, and I’m not a big fan of 
releasing my personal body heat into the great outdoors.  
However, when I got there, to West Hills County Park in 
Huntington, the cold really didn’t bother me that much.  I 
guess it’s all a matter of dressing in the proper clothes. 
 
We gathered at William T. Rogers Middle School at 5:30 on 
Saturday morning.  I’m also not a big fan of waking up early.  
Assisted by a huge dose of coffee, I managed to make it 
through the day.  Upon arriving at West Hills we set up camp, 
and then we participated in team activities.  My favorite was 
the fire-building station.  We managed to burn through the 
second and third ropes, which gained us extra points. 
 
After the team activities, we returned to camp to prepare for 
dinner.  The menu consisted of Mr. Luckner’s pasta with meat 
sauce, followed by his ham and potatoes au gratin, both of 
which were excellent, not that I expected anything less from 
Mr. Luckner.  After dinner, we had troop skits around the 
bonfire.  Our skit, “Dan’s Baked Beans”, was by far the best, 
getting lots of laughs from everyone. 
 

 
 
The weather was fine throughout the day on Saturday, but in 
the middle of the night it started raining.  Although lots of 
stuff inside the tent got drenched, we somehow managed to 
stay dry.  The ironic part is that night the temperature rose 
about 20 degrees, so that we received rain instead of snow, 
something that I wasn’t counting on. 
 
On Sunday morning we had the sled races, which was on 
wheels instead of the skis because there wasn’t any snow.  
Both of our Troop’s sleds did great. 
 
We broke camp early Sunday afternoon.  When I got home, I 
stopped at 7-11 for a large Slurpee and drank it in front of the 
TV while eating the sandwich that I forgot to take with me for 
Saturday’s lunch. 
 
Klondike was awesome!  I would recommend that every scout 
go at least once. 
                                                                        - Eric E. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

      Coming Events 
January 

26-28 Camping Klondike District Camporee 

30 Troop Meeting  

February 

6 Troop 
Meeting 

Order Of The Arrow Elections 
Venture Patrol Meeting 8:30-9:00 

8 Roundtable 7:30 at John Glenn HS, East Northport 

13 Troop 
Meeting 

Committee Meeting, 7:30-8:15 

17 Activity New York City Trip 

20 No Meeting School is closed – Winter Recess  

27 Troop 
Meeting 

 

 PLC Time, location TBD 

March 

6 Troop 
Meeting 

Venture Patrol Meeting 8:30-9:00 

8 Roundtable 7:30 at John Glenn HS, East Northport 

9 Pack Meeting Pack 539 Bridging Ceremony 

13 Troop 
Meeting 

 

14 Committee 
Meeting 

7:00 at the Middle School Library 

20 Troop 
Meeting 

 

23 Pack Meeting Pack 379 Bridging Ceremony 

23-25 Camping West Hills County Park 

27 Troop 
Meeting 

 

28 District 
Training 

New Leader Essentials Training 
6:45 – 9:30, location TBD 

 PLC Time, location TBD 

 

 
 

Scout Skills – Cold Weather Clothing 
 
 
1. LAYER YOUR CLOTHING : Wear several layers of lighter 
clothing instead of one heavy layer. This way you can better regulate 
the amount of insulation. If you get warm you can take layers off and 
add some more clothing layers if you get cold. 
2. KEEP YOURSELF DRY, both from the weather and perspiration. 
3. WEAR LOOSE FITTING CLOTHING , to optimize insulation. 
4. REMEMBER:  when buying clothes for cold weather that wool 
retains most of its insulation properties when wet, while cotton loses 
most of its. 
5. There Are Also Excellent Man-Made Fibers and insulation that 
retain their insulation properties as good as or better than wool. Other 
benefits include light-weight, wide design options & windblocking. 
6. REMEMBER:  your rain gear is waterproof and will not allow 
perspiration to exit. During rainy weather, change your clothing 
several times a day. 
7. Athletic shoes and nylon hiking boots do not provide enough 
insulation. You should wear either mukluks, water-proofed leather 
hiking boots, rubber overshoes or rubberized boots. 
8. WATERPROOF YOUR LEATHER HIKING BOOTS  with the 
appropriate commercial treatment. Be sure to use only silicon-based 
products on leathers which require it. Check the care tag that came with 
the boots. 
9. IF YOU CHOOSE TO WEAR RUBBERIZED BOOTS, 
remember they do not allow for ventilation, therefore you will need to 
change your socks several times a day. Also you may want to get some 
felt inserts for insulation. 
10. WEAR A PAIR OF LINER AND A PAIR OF WOOL SOCKS  
to increase insulation and take the perspiration way from your feet. 
11. PULL TROUSER LEGS OVER TOP OF SHOES to keep out 
snow. You may want to use nylon gaiters (leggings), or tie or tape them 
to make sure of the seal. 
12. WEAR MITTENS INSTEAD OF FINGERED GLOVES  when 
you do not need independent use of your fingers. This will allow the 
fingers to help keep each other warm. 
13. Use a pair of socks to cover hands if mittens get wet. 
14. Wear a stocking cap or other warm hat. One that covers the ears 
and neck area is particularly effective. Remember, most heat loss is 
through the head. Wearing a warm hat warms the rest of your 
body, too. 
15. Wear a scarf to reduce heat loss around the neck. Use a “ski 
mask” or scarf over your face for protection from the cold and wind. 
16. IN AN EMERGENCY use your neckerchief to cover your ears. 
17. If you need a fire to keep you warm you are not dressed properly. 
If the heat can get to your body, so can the cold. 

 Washington DC Trip – May 18th to 20th 
 
 
This year’s historical outing 

will be to  
      our Nation’s Capital. 
 
 

The date is set for May 18th through the 20th. 
 
So plan ahead, and save the date for this special, 
fun-filled, sight-seeing event. 
 

Don’t forget to check our web site 
for all the latest Troop information: 

 
WWW.Troop539KingsPark.org�

 



 Religious Awards Honor Roll – “A Scout is Reverent”����

� 
 

 
The purpose of the Ad Altare Dei (To the Altar of God) program is to help Catholic Scouts of the Roman 
Rite develop a fully Christian way of life in the faith community.  The program is organized in chapters 
based on the seven Sacraments. The seven Sacraments are a primary means toward spiritual growth. 
 
The 2006 Boy Scout Convocation was held at Saint Agnes Cathedral in Rockville 
Centre on Sunday, September 17, 2006. The Most Reverend John C. Dunne, 
Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Rockville Centre, presided. Father Gerard 
Gentleman, Diocesan Scouting Chaplain assisted. Rev. Thomas M. Coogan, 
Director of Vocations of the Diocese of Rockville Centre spoke. 
 
The following Boy Scouts from Troop 539 received the Ad Altare Dei Religious 
Emblem:   Joseph F., Frank G., Matthew N., William O. , and Charles M. 

The Ner Tamid (Eternal Light) program will help Jewish Scouts grow spiritually, as 
they practice duty to God, to be reverent, and to be faithful in their religious duties. 

On October 17, 2006, the Suffolk County Council’s Jewish Committee on Scouting presented Jordan S. with 
the Ner Tamid Emblem and recognized him for his accomplishments.  

The Ner Tamid emblem is a pendant representing the Eternal Light that hangs in front of the Holy Ark in the 
synagogue.  It is attached to a blue and white ribbon and a bronze bar pin that carries the inscription "Ner Tamid" 
in Hebrew letters and "Eternal Light" in English. 

The Ner Tamid in the synagogue of our own day goes back to the seven-branched menorah described in the Bible 
(Exodus 27:20; Numbers 8:2). The center light, from which the other six were kindled, is the Ner Tamid. The lamp 
burned continually, symbolizing the Jewish people's eternal devotion to God's teachings. 

Aleph emblem, is awarded to Jewish Cub Scouts or 
Webelos Scouts.  Just as Aleph is the first letter of 
the Hebrew alphabet, the activities of this program 
are the first steps a Scout takes which will lead to 
understanding more about Judaism.  Eric N., earned 
this award as a Cub Scout. 

 
 

All of the above Scouts also received 
the Knot shown here. 
The Youth Religious Emblem Award 
Knot is proudly worn over the left 
uniform pocket.  Once earned as a youth, the knot may be displayed 
on the uniform from that time forward; it is one of only 3 knots 
earned as a youth that may also be worn as an adult (the other two: 
the Arrow of Light award, the highest Cub Scout award, and the 
Eagle Scout award, the highest youth rank in scouting).  

 

Charles M., Joe F., Matt N., Billy O.;                                 Congratulations to all ! 
Jordan  S., Frank G., and Eric N.. 

 
 
For More Information About the Boy Scout Religious Awards go to:  

 
http://www.scouting.org/awards/religious/    click on “chart of Religious Emblems Programs 


