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“Trustworthy -The badge of
honesty. Having it lets you
look at any man in the eye.
Lacking it, he won't look
back. Keep this one at the top
of your list."

-John Wayne

Troop Committee

Lenny Santosus — Chairman
Laura Livote - Treasurer

Kevin Bagnasco — Activities
Larry Ripak — Advancement
Carolyn Flynn — Lead Counselor
Maureen Squillante — Secretary
Ed Von Bevern — Photography
Gary Taormino - Publications
John Ellsworth — Newsletter

Bill Anderson — District Rep.
Ed Cuff (KPFD) — Charter Rep.

Adult Staff

Tom Luckner — Scoutmaster
Ron Albrecht — Quartermaster
Jack DeDonato — ASM

Charlie Mahoney — Venture Crew

Paul Neumann — Quartermaster
Eric Oswald — New Scouts
Roch Preite — ASM

Ken Ragone — Campmor Contact

Al Squillante — Training
Peter Stein — Cub Pack Contact

Scout Leadership
Larry R — SPL

Matt L — ASPL
Joe F — ASPL

Scoutmaster’s Minute: December 2006

Welcome to the first Troop 539 Newsletter. Since theginning of the
Scouting year there has been a lot going on archeré. White water
rafting, Webelos Woods, Island Rock, the bike hlk&ing merit badge and
now the wreath sale!

Wow! Boy Scouting is sure a great program. It ewdfers character
building, leadership development and communityiserv

| am very thankful to have the opportunity to be 8coutmaster of our Troop and take
the job very seriously. Every time | start doingsting work, | seem to ask myself the
same questions. Are we considered a successfupPrBm we provide a program in

which boys can truly be leaders and be involvedhaping their own future? Do we

provide a program that’'s exciting and challengidg@ we helping these boys develop
into young men that we can be proud of and thalt seineday be the leaders of our
community? Are we delivering the promise of Scog®inDo the boys feel that the

promise has been fulfilled?

Being able to answer “yes” to all of these questishould be our goal. | think we have
a pretty successful Troop and do try hard to prewadjuality program for our boys. But
| also think there is some room for improvemenenfember, our Troop is only as good
aswe make it.

| look forward to meeting these challenges in 208G your help and support.

Yours in Scouting,

Tom Luckner
Scoutmaster

Don’t forget to check our web site
for all the latest Troop
information:




White Water Rafting on the LeHigh River

It's odd to realize that I'm not a new boy any mamner even
intermediate. I'm going on five years in the trodpave
recently been appointed ASPL, and am beginningdn py
Eagle Project. However, that doesn't mean I'veeaddnall.
No matter how long you're a part of this troop,réie always
something more you haven't done. For example, plaist
September was my first time experiencing the tre@pinual
whitewater rafting trip, and | must say, | loved it

After a four hour car trip talking about everythifrgm video
games to the new school year and scaring peogthar cars,
we arrived at the campground to set up tent inddm. Mr.
Neumann, our scoutmaster for the outing, was veggrized,;
the tents were up and we were all set to go toibduhlf an
hour. In the morning, we donned our sweatshirts stepped
out into the frigid air for a breakfast buffet pided by the
campground. After each of us had our four bowld=ajot
Loops and a pile of pancakes, eggs and hash bravensiere
ready to raft.

After a long process of obtaining and strugglingoirour
wetsuits, we climbed onto the bus. One of thef stafk us
through an entertaining and very animated seriesiles to
follow if someone fell out of the raft. Despiteathithe adults
were shaking their heads as boys laughed at thegktoof
jumping overboard, they took a chance and let thai®
Patrol have our own raft.
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Running the rapids above is the Senior Patrol, (from right to
left) Eddie, Larry, John, Joe, and Matt L.

| wasn't sure that was a good thing, since I'd meween on
the trip before, but I'm glad to say we met theipectations.
Though we hit rocks more times than the other twaop 539
rafts combined, and spun out more times than Icceount,
we had a blast careening down the rapids and gedlirthe top
of our voices. Many bail bucket fights occurredvien the

troop’s rafts, and we got to watch one of the staff

“demonstrate his stupidity” by jumping off a 30 fodiff in

his kayak. When we finally reached the end, we veeaked,
sore, and cold, but very pleased with ourselveserAd nice
hot shower and a change of clothes, we were readglax -

or, more accurately, the adults were, as we took th

opportunity to run around and explore the campgidoulive

never seen so many stretchy toys purchased byathe group
of people as we did at the camp gift shop beforeyimgy out at
the snack stand, arcade, and later, the party.

The rafting trip is a great campout to go on, esdlgcif you
just want to get to know the troop better. It lsehuild the
scout skills of teamwork and leadership, and ittstaf fun. |
hope to see you next time we go! -Joe F.

Troop 539 at Webelos Woods — 2006

Webelos Woods, held this year at Heckscher Statk &a
October 20th to 22nd, was a weekend of campindjristrand
second year Webelos and their Parents, along w&hBioy
Scout Troops from the Matinecock District. Atteddsy over
a dozen Boy Scout Troops and almost 400 Webelosit§co
the event is packed full of fun skills demonstrati@and games
which ran Saturday from 9:30 to 5:00 with only auhbreak
for lunch.

The Skill that we picked was knots, based on thet kying
skill required for the Webelo'®utdooorsmaraward.

There was a steady flow of Webelos all day, andbays did
a great job keeping them moving by splitting theprbetween
two stations, where they talked about how to keegpa from
fraying. The first station was whipping the end afrope
(made of natural materials) and the second statias fusing
the end of a rope (made from synthetic material¥)e
Webelos politely listened to the short lesson givenour
Scouts, and then participated by whipping and fysiopes.
The fusing station was set-up with pre-made sqkaog-
neckerchief slides. Our Scout helped the Webelas e
rope ends, and then gave them the slides to take ho
Pictured below in front of the demonstration statwe Scouts
Brendan, Eric, Joe, Andrew N., Chris, and Andrew K.

Although the winds were gusting up to 40 mph ord&yi
night, the next day the winds calmed down and it vea
beautiful day. Due to the high winds, the site tmra was
moved from the open field to the picnic groundsijchtturned
out to be a very nice setting for this event.
All of the Scouts who attended the 2006 Webelos #go0
worked very hard to prepare and carry-out a well euent.
We're all proud of their efforts and accomplishngent

- Lenny S.



Coming Events

November
28 Troop Bring in your Wreath Sale Orders
Meeting
December
5 Troop Last day for Wreath Sale Orders
Meeting
6 Committee  7:00 at the Middle School Library
Meeting
12 No Meeting 5" Grade Concert
14 Roundtable 7:30 at John Glenn HS, East Northport
19 Special Court Of Honor And
Meeting Pot Luck Family Dinner
All Wreath Sale Money is Due
$30 Ski Trip Deposit Due
26 No Meeting Happy Holidays
30 PLC Time, location TBD
January
2 Troop
Meeting
9 Troop
Meeting
11 Roundtable 7:30 at John Glenn HS, East Northport
13-15  Ski Trip Frost Valley Activities / Ski at Bayre
16 Troop
Meeting
17 Committee  7:00 at the Middle School Library
Meeting
23 Troop
Meeting
30 Troop
Meeting
28 Troop
Meeting

Troop 539 Annual
Family Ski Trip

Stay at Frost Valley YMCA o
Ski at Bellayre Mountain 4/(5

Sat. Jan 13 — Mon. Jan 15
$30 Deposit per person dueo/
the December I®meeting. :

Limited space — sign-up early

Scout Skills — Sleeping Warm

1. REMEMBER: The sleeping bag doesn't heat you, you heat it.
So use this rule, "Thickness is warmth”, to keeg ieat. If you're
cold, add some more insulation (like blankets,hast or even a
second sleeping bag).

2. DO NOT SLEEP IN BOTTOM OF BAG: Your breath
contains water. If you close your bag with yourdewide, then
this water sticks to the bag.

3. CHANGE CLOTHES: NEVER sleep in wet clothes. Change
your underwear. Put on fresh long johns, or a saeitalong

with socks and hats. Perspiration in clothes yotevauring the
day will chill you at night. Wear a hat to keep ytead warm.

4. EAT A SNACK BEFORE GOING TO BED: But avoid
candy, the sugar release from sweets “burns” ufasto Better
choices — dried fruit, cheese, nuts or dried midapepperoni

will help increase your metabolism (moves your blidaster) and
it helps keep you warm. Then brush your teeth ...

5. GO TO THE BATHROOM BEFORE BED: This saves you a
middle of the night trip in the cold. But if you k&up in the night
and have to go, then go quickly.

6. DO NOT PLACE "WET" CLOTHES IN BAG: This includes
the clothing you wore during the day. Keep it olithe sleeping
bag as moisture will travel from wet clothes tcegiag bag, and
you will get very cold.

7. PUT TOMORROW'S CLOTHES UNDER BAG: This heats
up clothes for tomorrow's cold morning and alsovjites more
insulation.

8. FLUFF UP YOUR BAG: Always fluff up bag before using to
create the thickness important in keeping warm.

9. WEAR A HAT, BALACLAVA OR HOOD TO BED: This

will keep your head warm all night. And coveringuydnead with

a light sheet will help keep your nose and moutimva

10. LAYER UP AT NIGHT: Just as in the day, adding layers
like an extra pair of socks, long johns or evemwaat suit will help
you stay warm. Consider wearing a pair of lightvgla

11. OPEN VENTILATION FLAPS IN YOUR TENT: If you
close these flaps, it’s literally going to rainssrow on you (getting
your sleeping bag wet — and you too) from the iegitithe tent as
the moisture condenses.

12. KEEP EVERYTHING DRY : Keep all your sleeping gear dry
and follow these rules, and winter camping shoutt/e to be a
rewarding experience.

13. MOST IMPORTANTLY — IF YOU DO GET WET &

COLD, TELL SOMEONE: Hypothermia is a real danger
anytime — even during summer months — and espgsialturing
the winter. Let your buddy, Senior Patrol LeadeBooutmaster
know if you are wet and cold. Anytime — day or riighnd listen

to what they have to say so you can get dried ndivearmed up.
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commitiee Corng,

Attention Troop! We are about t
wrap up our wreath sale fundraise
All wreath orders must be in by th
December 8 Troop Meeting.

All Wreaths must be picked-up b
Sunday December {0

And all Money is due in on o
before the Meeting on Decembd

19",

Remember, all profits from your sales go directhuye your
Scout Account. The money in your account can theensed to
pay your own way to summer camp, weekend outingsd uo
purchase camping gear; or to pay for special eMé@ghe ski
trip, the trip to Washington DC, or even that feturip to
Philmont.

This is our only fund raiser for the year, so sslimuch as you
can... remember, a Scout is Thrifty; he works to pisyway.
And paying your way with money you have earned giyeu
independence and pride.
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